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Little testing so far in state as cases hit 138 
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GLOBE STAFF 
Criticized for withholding 
public health data, Governor 
Charlie Baker on Saturday dis- 
closed the state tested only 475 
people for coronavirus, a figure 
that raised questions about ef- 


ative for the virus after 
exposure at a meeting. 


The scant number of tests 
underscored how far behind 


as more countries 
clamped down. 


state officials said Saturday. 
Much of the blame by public 


setts traced to the Bio- 
gen conference. 


But the state has offered dif- 
fering accounts on the number 


or the number of specimens 
tested. 

On Monday, Health and Hu- 
man Services Secretary Mary- 
lou Sudders told the Globe in 
an interview that the state’s 
Public Health Laboratory had 


20 Coronavirus 
in Mass. 


forts to contain the outbreakin Massachusetts and the entire health experts has been focused of tests conducted for Covid-19, tested 185 “specimens” since it 2 

Massachusetts as public health country are in trying to contain onthe Trump administration’s the disease that has set offa was given federal approval on 5 
experts warned the shortage of an illness that has spread rapid- slow and chaotic response, global crisis. Since the tests ini- Feb. 28. On Tuesday, Public ö 

data would obscure the full ex- ly. Until 10 days ago, Massachu- which included significant mis- tially required using swabs to Health Commissioner Monica —™= E 
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now that figure is up to 138, 


testing. 
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Across Mass., 

US, and world, 
restrictions keep x 
getting tighter | 


BY GLOBE STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 
President Trump on Saturday broadened the 
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European travel ban to include Britain and Ire- Oy err } Í JÅ H ay Wo 
land and said he was considering imposing re- r A pa E 
strictions on travel even within the United States fi ee 
to areas hardest hit by the fast-moving coronavi- | ; | Í 
rus. | 

As anxiety about the pandemic spread, Trump 
also revealed that he had been tested for the virus 
Friday night; the test came back negative, the 
White House said Saturday evening. 

In Spain, the government ordered residents to 
stay home, with exceptions for work, grocery 
shopping, and medical visits. France shut down 
all “non-indispensable” businesses, including res- 
taurants and movie theaters. 

And in Massachusetts Saturday, the state an- 
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Hospitals brace for 
the unfathomable as 
virus spread looms 


HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY IMAGES 


Nurses in Lawrence cared for Spanish flu patients in 1918. In just weeks, thousands in Boston and beyond were infected. 


IN THE GRIP OF AN EPIDEMIC 


Boston’s reaction to a dangerous and contagious virus hasn’t changed much 
in acentury: A narrative of the Spanish flu in the city where it began. 


By Liz Kowalczyk 
and Priyanka Dayal McCluskey 
GLOBE STAFF 
Massachusetts’s biggest hospitals are prepar- 
ing for a potential crush of coronavirus patients 
amid predictions that rapid spread of the disease 
could overwhelm the health care system. 


By Dugan Arnett 


GLOBE STAFF 


what is now the South Boston Seaport fell 
terribly ill, no one in the city paid much 


slugger Babe Ruth, would soon be playing 
for their fifth World Series title. And a new 


Researchers have been racing to develop As August 1918 wound to a close in Bos- school year was rounding into form. mind. 
models that predict the possible impact on US ton and summer’s dog days gave way to fall, It was “old-time America at its nostalgic Beyond the pier, in fact, no one really no- 
hospitals, and some of those forecasts are alarm- the city was awash in optimism. best,” says Howard Markel, director of the ticed at all. 


Quietly, a few sailors became two dozen. 
Soon there were scores of sick men at naval 
installations around the city. 

And then, in the span of a few weeks, 
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Center for the History of Medicine at the 
University of Michigan. “All wonderful, 
good stuff” 

So when, in late August, a handful of sail- 
ors stationed at Commonwealth Pier in 


The Allies’ great offensive to end the hor- 
rific war in Europe was succeeding, mean- 
ing the young sons and husbands who’d 
been fighting overseas might soon be re- 
turning home. The Red Sox, led by burly 


ing — especially if intensifying efforts to contain 

the virus aren’t successful. 
In the absence of mass closures and other in- 
terventions, more than 225,000 Massachusetts 
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Nipinthebuds Senet Thick as thieves? Friendship from a famous heist 
Sunday: Nice but chilly. arris, the . . 
High 42-47. Low 25-30. first wom- Gardner security chief shares an oe 
"Hicha7-42,Lgwaige, asan Epis- unlikely bond with Myles Connor 
High tide: 4:20 a.m., 4:59 p.m. ead By Kelly Horan 


Sunrise: 6:56 Sunset: 6:51 GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 


Complete report, C10. 


at age 89. Metro, B1. 

Anthony Amore is not having it. 

“Who in the world forgets they were involved in a Rembrandt 
theft?” he asks. “Who forgets that?” 

This isn’t an interrogation, although Amore is directing his 
question to an art thief. This is lunch between good friends. 

The head of security at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
and Myles Connor, a man Amore calls “the greatest art thief that 
ever lived,” have only just been seated, and already the conversa- 
tion has turned to art crime. How could it not? Connor, 77, began 
stealing from museums before Amore was born. 

By 1975, when Amore was an 8-year-old Yankees fan growing 
up in Providence, Connor was already such an accomplished thief 
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O' What a Rate! 


APPLY ONLINE TO BUY OR REFI 


Staying in is becoming the 
only option, so TV critic 
VOL. 297, NO. 75 Matthew Gilbert offers his 
x take on the best shows of 
the year so far, and Ty Burr 
curates film festivals for 
home viewing. Arts, N1. 


Suggested retail price 


$6.00 
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Tom Brady will be a free 
agent this week. Would he 
join a new team without vis- 
iting first? Sports, C1. 
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Gardner Museum head of security Anthony Amore (left) 
and art thief Myles Connor at a recent lunch in Randolph. 
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